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Fellow  SUSCC  members  -and  outstanding  numismatists-  Lonnie 
and  Roger  Cazin  of  Evanston,  Wyoming,  were  honored  by  The 
Utah  Numismatic  Society  with  its  highest  honor.  Presenting 
the  Norman  Shultz  Award  is  USN  President,  Pat  Jividen 
( standing ) . 
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AN  EDITORIAL  DECLARATION 

By:  A.S.,  Newsletter  Editor,  Member  #4,  NY 


DID  YOU  WIN  THE  SUSCC  SPECIAL  PRIZE??? 


V 


S' 


/*\ 


Did  this  face  k  >  /  appear  on  your  address  label?  If  it  did, 
Mr.  Sad  Frown  -placed  on  your  address  label  by  our  hard  working 
Secretary,  Cindy  Mohon  and  assisted  by  Gloria  Peters-  is  present 
to  inform  you  that  your  dues  have  not  been  paid  for  1987-1988.  We 
know  you  forgot,  so  kindly  remit,  promptly.  We  want  you  with  us, 
as  we  journey  the  Commem  Trail. 


BET  YOU  WERE  NOT  AWARE... 

. . .  that  it  has  been  said  we  have  the  best  club  newsletter  in  the 
coin  world.  However,  it  cost  the  Society  $3,730  to  publish  and 
mail  the  last  Trail!  Multiplied  by  4  issue  per  year,  we  arrive  at 
a  staggering  $14,920.  That  is  almost  $15,000!  Officers  who  make 
the  Society  function,  receive  no  pay.  Your  4  issues  cost  us  about 
$11.50.  Dues  are  only  $15.00.  The  information  presented  is  worth 
so  much  more ! ! ! 


Numismatically , 


Anthony  Swiatek 


********************************* 
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A  LETTER  FROM  OUR  PRESIDENT,  DR.  BOB  COLBY 


"WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  KNOW  WHAT  IS  REALLY  GOING  ON!" 


As  President  of  The  Commem  Society  I  guess  I  receive  more  calls 
and  letters  from  the  members  than  most  other  people.  I'm  sure  other 
Officers  and  other  Commem  Experts  also  have  a  great  deal  of  contact 
with  the  membership. 


The  input  that  I  am  receiving  is: 

1.  I  would  like  to  know  what  is  really  going  on  and  I  just  don't 
know  since  I  do  not  go  to  the  shows. 

2.  Are  Commems  still  good  to  buy? 

3.  What  is  the  best  one  to  buy? 

4.  What  condition  is  the  Commem  Market  in? 

5.  I'm  very  depressed.  All  I  receive  are  overgraded  and  overpriced 
coins . 

6.  I  own  45  Commems.  They  are  supposed  to  be  MS-64,  65.  I  hope  so. 

7.  I  own  27  Commems.  They  are  all  63-65 — (I  guess  so). 

8.  I'm  ready  to  buy.  Where  do  I  find  the  coins? 

9.  Give  me  a  list  of  dealers  to  buy  from. 

10.  Do  you  know  of  any  honest  dealers? 

11.  I  lost  a  lot  of  money.  Is  there  anything  I  can  do? 

12.  I'm  so  fed  up.  I'm  getting  out  of  the  coin  market. 


I  could  go  on  and  on  with  the  input  that  I  am  receiving.  What  I 
personally  see,  hear,  read  and  encounter  is  truly  "TRAGIC." 


I  do  have  my  own  feeling  and  it  is  not  endorsed  or  is  it  an 
official  view  of  the  Commem  Society.  I  feel  so  sorry  for  the  members 
out  there  who  are  not  enjoying  themselves,  having  fun  and  excitement 
and  building  up  the  Commem  Collection  they  would  like  to  achieve. 
Whose  fault  is  it? 


There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
Hobbyist,  the  Collector/Investor.  Why?  The  answer  is  so  simple. 

I  find  the  Collector/Investor  is  looking  for  the  easy  way  and 
there  is  no  easy  way.  People  want  answers  from  me  that  are  impossible 
to  give  sometimes. 

1)  If  you  refuse,  can't  or  do  not  want  to  make  the  effort  to  go  to 

the  major  shows,  how  can  you  learn?  From  books-reading  Coin 
World-Numismatic  Letters--for  get  it.  By  attending  major  shows  you 
will  learn  more  in  one  day  than  sitting  home  all  year.  You  may  say  "I 
don't  believe  that  nonsense."  I  can  assure  you  it  is  not  nonsense.  If 
you  are  at  a  major  show,  you  will  be  able  to  speak  to  major  commem 
experts....  They  will  spend  a  lot  of  time  with  you  and  not  charge  you. 
They  will  never  push  you  aside.  Speak  to  and  find  numerous  Commem 
Members  who  have  attended  shows  and  who  have  spent  hours  with  your 
Commem  Officers  such  as  Helen  and  Don  Carmody,  Ray  Mercer,  Anthony 
Swiatek,  Jim  Iacovo,  Bob  Ball,  Paul  Green  and  myself.  These  people  and 
others  have  helped  commem  members  save  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
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Sometimes  it  is  not  always  the  money  you  will  save,  it  is  the 
knowledge  you  will  receive.  Therefore,  start  attending  shows. 

If  you,  as  a  collector/investor  refuse  to  find  commem  buddies, 
and  or  a  commem  advisor,  your  task  of  success  in  numismatics  is 
diminished  greatly.  There  is  no  such  to  stress  as  to  what  is 
important.  The  ability  to  seek  out  the  correct  commem  buddies  and 
commem  advisors  should  be  #1  with  all  of  you. 

If  you  follow  these  two  important  points  you  will  make  your 
numismatic  career  more  rewarding. 

Your  Society  is  doing  well.  We  are  now  visable  at  one  major  show 
every  month.  One  great  disappointment  for  me  is  the  attendance  at  the 
meetings.  There  is  always  such  a  rush  to  get  to  the  Bourse  Floor  and 
so  little  effort  to  attend  a  meeting.  Once  you  have  the  realization 
that  finding  exactly  what  you  want  on  the  Bourse  is  almost  nil,  you 
will  then  have  a  greater  desire  to  travel  and  get  up  early  to  attend 
the  Commem  Meeting  and  spend  more  time  with  your  Commem  people  who  are 
always  at  the  major  shows.  I  have  said  it  before  many  times  and  I'll 
repeat  it  again.  "If  you  understand  commem  coins  you'll  understand 
most  of  all  the  other  series." 

I  think  we  all  should  thank  Ray  Mercer  once  again  for  Volume  Two 
"A  Buyer's  Guide."  He  has  and  is  continuing  to  make  our  task  easier. 
Both,  Volume  One  and  Volume  Two,  should  be  in  your  library  now.  Of 
course  if  you  can  find  Jim  Iacovo's  book,  you  will  be  in  for  a  treat. 
I'm  sure  all  of  you  must  now  have  Anthony's  book  on  commems .  This, 
too,  is  a  must.  This  is  not  a  commercial  pitch.  It  is  an  educational 
pitch . 


If  all  goes  well,  we  will  have  the  Commemorative  Button  ready  for 
the  Central  States  show  or  sooner.  We  have  not  worked  out  distribution 
to  our  membership  as  yet.  Be  proud,  and  have  fun  with  y  our  Button. 
Now  comes  a  pitch  right  at  you.  Everybody  thinks  differently.  I,  for 
one,  feel  the  Society  is  for  you,  the  membership.  We  charge  only 
$15.00  a  year  for  the  membership.  I  appeal  to  you  now,  if  you  can,  to 
send  in  a  contribution  to  your  Society  to  help  defray  the  costs  of 
advertising  that  we  are  now  doing.  Several  of  your  Officers  want  to 
continue  this  policy  of  advertising  that  I  started.  If  only  you  could 
hear  in  person  the  wonderful  remaks  I  constantly  hear  about  your 
Society.  We  are  strong,  respected  and  very  well  received.  We  do  need 
your  help  to  continue  our  fight  for  knowledge,  honesty,  and  a  fair 
deal  for  the  Hobbyist,  Collector/Investor.  Please  send  in  a  donation. 

I'm  going  to  ask  Anthony  to  start  an  Idea  Page  for  the  next 
Trail.  Pages  cost  money.  If  you  can  send  in  a  $50.00  contribution, 
Anthony  will  donate  the  page  to  you.  This  will  help  us  print  more  of 
what  you  may  want  to  read. 

I  will  be  asking  certain  people  to  give  you  resumes  of  all  the 
major  shows  so  you'll  have  an  idea  as  to  what  is  truly  happening. 
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Paul  Green  is  doing  a  wonderful  job  with  the  publicity  for  our 
Society.  Cindy  is  working  very  hard  as  your  Secretary.  Bob  Ball  is 
always  working  on  your  programs.  In  fact,  Anthony,  Jim  and  myself  are 
always  in  touch  with  one  another  trying  to  make  the  Society  a  success. 

The  commem  market,  as  well  as  all  the  other  series  are  some  what 
sluggish  as  of  this  writing.  You  must  be  very  careful!  This  does  not 
mean  that  commem  coins  have  changed.  It  only  means ...  "MAKE  SURE  you 
are  seeing  a  coin  correctly.  Make  sure  you  understand  where  to  place 
your  coin.  Make  sure,  if  you  buy,  that  you  receive  value;"  repeat  to 


yourself  over  and  over 
overgraded  coins  anymore." 

again : 

"I  will 

not 

buy  overvalued 

and 

To  be  very  concise, 

most , 

if  not  all 

of 

your  series,  are 

not 

doing  all.  The  passwords  for  now  are...  "Be  very  careful,  don't  do 
anything  without  an  advisor  who  you  can  trust  and  relate  to." 

Whatever  you  are  looking  for  in  the  Commem  World  is  out  there. 
Take  your  time,  be  careful,  but  most  of  all  .-be  happy  and  keep  your 
hands  in  your  pockets.  Stay  well!  (Signed)  BOB" 

VICE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 

Charles  J.  Ricard  #80  II.,  Historian  &  Librarian 

With  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  1987  ,  the  members  of  the 
Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  can  look  back  and  ask  what  has 
been  done,  and  what  can  be  done  better  in  1988? 

First  of  all,  producing  the  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  is  very  expensive 
and  we  must  look  for  ways  to  off-set  these  costs  over  and  above  what 
is  received  from  the  annual  dues.  As  a  start  why  not  make  a  New  Year's 
resolution  to  donate  the  cost,  or  part  of  it,  for  a  page  in  the 
COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL.  Some  dedicated  members  have  done  this  and  it  sure 
helps.  Since  the  founding  of  S.U.S.C.C.,  we  have  not  accepted 
advertising.  The  TRAIL  is  a  journal  of  commemorative  coin  research  for 
the  benefit  of  the  membership,  and  can  be  expanded  only  as  finances 
permit.  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  are  a  metallic  history  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  new  issues  comes  the  demand  for  new  research.  How 
exciting  if  you  could  be  the  first  to  report  a  new  die  variety  or  some 
historical  aspect  of  an  earlier  issue  never  before  published. 

We  have  a  small  library  and  ask  you  donate  books,  documents, 
and/or  cash  to  the  Library  Fund.  I'm  sorry  for  all  the  financial 
appeals.  Just  send  every  spare  dime  to  our  Treasurer  or  Secretary, 
Cindy  Mohon  at  14252  Culver,  #490,  Irvine,  CA  92714.  You'll  be  glad 
you  did. 

Should  you  speak  or  hear  a  speaker  on  commemorative  coins  at  your 
local  or  regional  clubs,  please  obtain  a  copy  of  the  presentation  and 
send  it  to  "Mr.  Commemorative"  -  Anthony  Swiatek,  P.0.  Box  218, 
Manhasset,  NY  11030.  He  is  waiting  to  publish  news  and  research 
articles . 
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Happy  New  Year,  enjoy  your  commemorat i ves ,  and  please  sign  up  a 

new  member ! 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

From  The  Utah  Numismatic  Society,  P.0.  Box  15054,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah  84115: 

"Dear  Anthony:  I  enclose  a  little  information  regarding  two  or 
our  fellow  SUSCC  members. 

On  December  16,  1987,  Lonnie  and  Roger  Cazin  of  Evanston, 
Wyoming,  were  honored  by  the  Utah  Numismatic  Society  with  its  highest 
honor,  The  Norman  Shultz  Award.  The  enclosed  picture  is  of  the  Cazins 
being  presented  the  award  by  1987  UNS  President,  Pat  Jividen 
(standing).  The  presentation  was  given  at  the  UNS  annual  Christmas 
Banquet  held  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  Norman  Shultz  Award,  named  for  UNS  founder  and  long-time  Utah 
Silver  Dollar  dealer,  is  presented  for  "outstanding  contributions  to 
numismatics."  Lonnie  and  Roger  have  been  top-notch  good  will 
ambassadors  for  our  organization,  as  well  as  their  other  affiliations 
which  include  the  ANA,  FUN,  and  the  Colorado-Wyomi ng  Numismatic 
Association.  Their  promotion  of  our  hobby  to  anyone  who  will  listen 
shows  an  enthusiasm  which  is  exemplary.  The  Utah  Numismatic  Society  is 
proud  to  present  this  honor  to  two  of  their  most  deserving  members. 

I  surely  enjoyed  "your"  first  issue  of  the  Commemorative  Trail, 
Anthony.  Keep  up  the  good  work!  Best  Wishes  for  a  Happy  New  Year. 
Cordially,  (Signed)  Chris  Robertson  (SUSCC  R-498)." 

THANK  YOU  Chris  for  making  us  aware.  The  Cazins  are  wonderful 
human  beings.  Our  Society  congratulates  them  for  the  honor  bestowed  by 
the  UNS,  as  we  all  share  in  their  happiness. 


From  Allen  W.  Poche ' ,  Hammond,  Louisiana: 

"Dear  Anthony:  I  heard  you  just  started  a  coin  grading  service. 
Is  this  true?  Can  you  offer  myself,  as  well  as  other  society  members, 
information  about  your  service?  Hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

A .  Poche ' " 

"Dear  Mr.  Poche':  The  derived  information  about  my 

service  is  true.  However,  it  is  commercial  in  nature.  Thus, 
response  should  not  be  made  in  the  Trail.  Will  be  advertising  in 
numismatic  publications.  Thank  you.  (Signed)  Anthony  Swiatek, 

Editor . " 


( Signed ) 

grading 
I  feel  a 
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THE  F.U.N.  SHOW  REVIEW 

By:  Helen  Carmody 


The  FUN  Convention  drew  thousands  of  people  to  Orlando.  As  the 
show's  activity  was  focused  in  three  different  rooms  (a  situation 
which  will  change  next  year,  according  to  reports,  as  returning  to  one 
room  will  enable  the  bourse  to  run  more  smoothly)  ,  it  was  difficult 
for  any  one  person  (except  for  perhaps  those  at  the  registration  desk) 
to  determine  accurately  the  exact  attendance.  The  numbers  would 
certainly  have  been  greater,  had  not  travelling  conditions  turned  back 
numerous  people,  who  were  unable  to  make  flight  connections  to  Florida 
due  to  the  unprecedented  snow  storms  across  the  country.  However, 
there  seemed  to  be  satisfaction  expressed  by  both  dealers  and 
collectors  and  collector/investors,  and  many  reported  that  they  had  a 
good  show. 

The  Mid-American  Rare  Coin  Auction  commemorative  session  on 
Saturday,  January  9th,  brought  "staggering"  prices.  Individuals  with 
really  strong  bids  marked  in  their  catalogs  left  the  session  very  much 
disappointed,  as  winning  bids  were  far  in  -excess  of  anticipated 
levels.  There  were  rumored  (and  in  some  cases,  substantiated)  to  be 
the  usual  "buy-backs"  of  material  placed  in  the  auction  when  prices 
desired  by  the  consignors  were  not  realized;  but,  for  the  most  part, 
dealers,  agents,  collectors,  and  collector/investors  took  home  very 
desirable  pieces  and  paid  dearly  for  the  honor.  Unless  a  dealer  had  a 
particular  item  sold  at  a  previously  agreed-to  price,  purchasing 
acceptable  specimens  for  only  inventory  purposes  proved  difficult  to 
impossible.  Of  special  note  was  the  fact  that  "raw"  and  "slabbed" 
coins  in  this  series  performed  equally  well.  A  PCGS  MS-65  Lafayette 
Dollar  brought  $18,150.00.  A  "raw"  MS-64/64  1937  Arkansas  PDS  Set  went 
for  $1,870.00,  and  a  "raw"  MS-67/67  California  Jubilee  brought 
$2,420.00.  A  "raw"  MS-65/65  Pan-Pac  Half  went  for  $4,180.00,  and  a 
"raw"  MS-67/67  York  brought  $1,375.00.  (Grading  noted  is  as  indicated 
in  the  auction  catalog. ) 

Numerous  eye-appealing  pieces  traded  hands  on  the  floor:  Reports 
were  heard  of  an  outrageously  toned  Iowa  trading  at  three  times 
Graysheet  MS-65  bid,  and  a  Delaware  at  $1,700.00  wholesale  (Graysheet 
MS-65  bid  $1,025.00;  and  other  original,  toned  gems  garnered  similar 
prices . 

There  was  the  continuing  controversy  about  the  11-point  grading 
system  and  the  buy-and-sell  prices  of  "slabbed"  coins  and  what  "sheet" 
dealers  referred  to  when  transacting  business.  It  appeared  that  both 
dealers  and  collectors  were  examining  all  coins  --paying  careful 
attention  to  the  coin  to  determine  whether  it  met  their  estimations  of 
the  labeled  grade.  Each  side  of  the  "raw"  and  "slabbed"  camps 
steadfastly  stated  that  each  preferred  to  buy  either  one  or  the  other. 
With  so  many  coins  in  plastic,  a  collector  didn't  hesitate  to  purchase 
a  "slabbed"  piece  he  liked  and  then  remove  the  coin  from  the  holder  to 
integrate  it  into  his  collection. 

In  noting  what  coins  caused  buyers  to  reach  for  their  wallets  and 
checkbooks,  EYE  APPEAL  still  remained  the  determining  factor. 
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The  Society  meeting  on  Saturday  morning  was  well  attended  with 
35-40  members  and  nonmembers  paying  rapt  attention  to  talks  by 
Newsletter  Editor,  Anthony  Swiatek,  who  spoke  about  the  birth  of 
commemorative  coinage  and  the  Columbian  Exposition  Half  Dollar,  and 
Maurice  Rosen,  who  discussed  grading  changes.  In  the  absence  of 
President  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  who  was  unable  to  attend  the  Convention  due 
to  health  problems,  Publicity  Chairperson,  Paul  Green,  assisted  by 
Program  Chairperson  Bob  Ball,  conducted  the  meeting.  Our  last  meeting 
took  place  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo  on  Saturday,  at  9  a.m.  ,  February 
6th,  where  Diane  Wolf  of  the  Fine  Arts  Commission  was  our  featured 
speaker.  More  on  this  in  our  next  issue. 


Hi!  I  will  not  reveal  my 
identity  until  the  next  issue. 

I  could  be  the  grandfather  of: 

a)  Ray  Mercer 

b)  Jan  Mercer 

c )  Dr  .  Bob  Colby 

Look  carefully! 
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F.  U.  N.  AUCTION  BIDS 

By:  Cindy  Mohon 

A.  1970  Stone  Mountain  Confederate  Memorial  1-1/2"  bronze  medal. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $23.00 

B.  1915  Panama  Pacific  Int.  Expo  1-1/2"  copper  medal. 

Dr.  Lyndon  King  R-84  Bid:  $30.00 

C.  A  Buyer's  Guide  -To  Grading  and  Minting  Characteristics  of 
Commemorative  Coins,  Volume  Two,  By  Ray  Mercer. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $33.00 

D.  1915  Panama  Pacific  Int.  Expo  Copper  medal  1-1/2" 

Dr.  Lyndon  King  R-84  Bid:  $35.00 

E.  1904  Louisiana  Purchase  Official  1-1/4"  Expo  Show  medal 

Dr.  Lyndon  King  R-84  Bid:  $75.00 


F.  1925  Battle  of  Lexington  1950th  Anniversary  1-1/4"  silver-plated 
medal . 

Dr.  Lyndon  King  R-84  Bid:  $55.00 


G.  1 


1893  Columbian  Expo  tickets: 
Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283 


Manhattan  Day  Ticket 
Bid:  $23.00 


2.  Chicago  Day  Ticket 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283 


Bid:  $23.00 


3.  General  Day  of  Sale  Admission  Ticket. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $13.00 

4.  Children's  Special  Admission  Ticket 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $13.00 


5.  Columbus  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Dr.  Lyndon  King  R-84  Bid:  $40.00 

6.  Washington  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $26.00 

7.  Indian  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $23.00 

8.  Lincoln  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $23.00 


9.  Franklin  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $33.00 

10.  Handel  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings  R-283  Bid:  $43.00 
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R-283 


Bid 


$23.00 


11.  Caxton  envelope. 

Douglas  C.  Jennings 


H.  The  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  By 
Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen. 

Robert  L.  Mushen  R-1488.  Bid:  $125.00 


3,214  HAWAI IANS  MELTED! 

By  Gloria  E.  Peters  R-1169 

Six  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  six  (6,586)  Hawaiians 
including  the  fifty  (50)  sandblast  pieces  is  the  sum  total  Hawaiian 
commemorative  coinage  to  ever  reach  collectors  and/or  dignitaries 
according  to  Robert  E.  Van  Dyke  in  his  fantastic  article  for  COINS 
MAGAZINE  dated  October  1964.  Who  is  Robert  E.  Van  Dyke?  Most  of  us 
fairly  new  to  the  Commemorative  series  probably  are  not  familiar  with 
this  gentleman  of  Hawaii.  After  searching  through  this  issue  of  COINS , 
which  has  numerous  articles  on  Hawaii's  coinage  and  historical 
figures,  I  gleaned  that  Robert  Van  Dyke  was  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Cartwright  Van  Dyke,  the  great,  the  great  granddaughter  of  Alexander 
Joy  Cartwright.  Alexander  J.  Cartwright  was  a  Whaling  Agent, 
Commission  Merchant,  a  self-proclaimed  numismatist  and  co-founder  of 
the  "Honolulu  Numismatic  &  Ethnological  Society"  in  May,  1860.  Jane's 
father  Bruce  Cartwright,  was  the  driving  force  behind  the  issuing  of 
Hawaii's  most  famous  Commemorative  coin...  the  Captain  Cook 
Commemorative  Half  Dollar  -as  it  was  originally  known. 


of  Ethelwyn  Castle  whom  he  describes  as  a 
the  "Honolulu  400,"  a  group  that  promoted  the  fine 
societies,  and  culture  of  Honolulu.  Miss  Castle's 
was  Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.  whose  Wedgewood  plaque  of 
was  used  for  the  design  of  the  Captain  Cook 
It  was  Miss  Castle  who  selected  Miss  Juliette  May 
artist,  to  design  a  coin  "in  commemoration  of  the  one 


Mr.  Van  Dyke  speaks 
born  leader  of 
arts,  symphony 
brother-in-law 
Captain  Cook 
Commemorative . 

Fraser,  a  local 

hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Islands  by  the  famed  English  navigator  Captain  James  Cook, 
establishing  a  Captain  James  ^Cook  memorial  collection  in  the 
of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii."  A  commission  to  achieve  this 


Territory 
established  in  1927 


and  was  chaired  by  Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr 


S.K.  Houston,  Hawaii's  Delegate  in  Washington,  D.C.  "worked 


Hawa i ian 
and  for 
archives 
goal  was 
.  Victor 
valiantly 


to  have  the  70th  Congress  pass  House  Resolution  No. 81  to  authorize  the 
coinage  of  silver  50  cent  pieces..."  Bruce  Cartwright  proposed  that 
the  first  fifty  half  dollars  issued  be  struck  in  a  dull  sandblasted 
effect.  These  pieces  were  "presented  as  a  special  token  to  all 
connected  with  the  Commission,  all  Foreign  dignitaries,  Heads  of  State 
and  those  who  had  done  special  work  towards  affecting  (sic) 
legislation  for  the  coin."  Mr.  Van  Dyke  stated  that  over  30  of  the 

recipients  were  high  government  officials,  foreign  dignitaries,  heads 
of  State  and  that  these  coins  "have  nearly  in  every  case  reached  thei 
final  resting  places  in  Government  Archives  and  State  repositories." 


s 
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The  fate  of  the  special  'sandblast'  pieces  remaining  in  Hawaii  was  one 
apparently  of  general  neglect  and  abuse..."  case%  were  tossed  aside  as 
they  passed  from  one  owner  to  the  next..."5  "New  owners,  not 
understanding  the  dull  dirty  finish  cleaned  and  buffed  them."5  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  estimates  that  no  more  than  twenty-five  (25)  pieces  could  be 
accounted  for  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  the  article.  "The  Hawaiian 
Commemorative  coin  was  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  shipped  to 
San  Francisco  for  delivery  to  Hawaii.  The  coins  were  sold  at  the  Bank 
of  Hawaai  from  July  1st  through  August  21,  1928  for  $2.00  each.  No 
individual  or  business  was  allowed  to  purchase  more  than  5  coins. "*6. 
"There  were  a  total  of  9,950  regular  issue  pieces  and  fifty  sandblast 
specimens ." *7 .  "One  hundred  pieces  were  given  to  the  Archives  of 
Hawaii  to  be  sold  at  their  discretion,  and  one  hundred  pieces  were 
retained  by  the  Bank  of  Hawaii.  (Note  that  the  Bowers  Merena  Auction 
held  January  1986  in  Los  Angeles,  CA,  auctioned  these  coins.)  In  all 
three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  fourteen  (3,214)  pieces  remained 
unsold  and  were  returned  to  the  Mint  to  be  melted  down  again.  "*8. 
"Counting  the  fifty  sandblast  pieces  this  means  that  six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty  six  (6,586)  pieces  were  actually  issued. "*9. 

The  finding  of  this  thought  provoking  issue  of  COINS  MAGAZINE  was 
quite  by  accident  at  last  summer's  American  Numismatic  Association 
Book  Sale.  What  makes  the  discovery  extra  special  to  me  as  a 
Commemorative  enthusiast  is  not  only  the  revelation  of  the  stated 
'melt  down  factor'  but  the  historical  and  valuable  dedication  written 
by  the  coin's  designer,  May  Fraser,  next  to  a  picture  of  the  original 
Wedgewood  plaque  of  Captain  James  Cook  which  leads  into  this 
intriguing  article.  The  dedication  reads,  "To  Jane  Cartwright  Van 
Dyke,  Aloha  Nui,  Julliette  May  Fraser." 

My  thanks  to  Mr.  Robert  Van  Dyke  for  his  superb  article  and  to 
COINS  MAGAZINE,  Volume  XI,  No.  10,  Chester  Krause,  (Publisher),  1964. 

1-Robert  E.  Van  Dyke,  "The  Captain  Cook  Commemorative  Half 
Dollar"  COINS  MAGAZINE,  Vol.XI,  No.  10  (1964),  35;  2-  Ibid,  35;  3- 
Ibid ,  35;  4-  Ibid,  35;  5-  Ibid,  35;  6-  Ibid,  35;  7-  Ibid  36;  8-  Ibid, 
36-37;  9-  Ibid,  37. 

Editor's  note:  Although  past  Mint  records  are  not  100%  accurate, 
the  destruction  by  the  San  Francisco  or  Philadelphia  facility  of  3,214 
very  desirable  and  well  publicized  Hawaiian  commemorative  half  dollars 
would  have  been  recorded.  There  existed  a  great  collector  and  investor 
demand  for  this  smallest  authorized  silver  coinage.  It  mattered  not 
that  such  flaunted  the  highest  initial  sales  price  ($2)  for  a  commem 
half  dollar  (at  the  time).  For  whatever  reason,  many  knew  it  would  be 
a  future  winner.  Thus,  the  Continental  U.S.  allotment  was  well 
distributed  and  sold  out  quickly.  It  would  seem  that  some  numismatic 
publications  would  have  recorded  such  a  "return  to  the  mint  to  be 
melted  down."  Were  this  not  the  case  and  the  coins  destroyed,  the 
numismatic  world  has  a  rarer  issue.  However,  I  do  not  believe  this 
occurred.  Would  like  to  question  the  author  on  the  source  of  his 
information  comprehend  what  he  means  by  "melted  down  again." 
Personally  believe  they  never  left  our  50th  State!!! 
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some 


If  you  can  help  solve  the  mystery,  please  do  so.  Hope  to  offer 
enlightenment  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Commemorative  Trail. 


THE  YORK  COUNTY  MYSTERY 
By:  Michael  K.  Garofalo,  LM-23,  NH 
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I  came  across  an  interesting  looking  book  the  other  day,  "An 
Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  in  the  1930's:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols 
File,"  compiled  and  edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  On  the  cover  of  this 
book  are  photographs  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  York  County 
Commemorative  Half  Dollar.  As  I  sat  down  to  read  this  book,  I  realized 
how  little  I  actually  knew  about  York  County,  Maine,  only  about  75 
miles  north  of  my  home. 

The  reasons  for  the  existence  of  other  Commemorative  coins  such 
as  the  Lexington  and  Antietam  would  be  plainly  obvious  to  any 
schoolchild.  However,  try  as  I  might,  I  could  not  think  of  any  event 
of  national  significance  that  occurred  in  York  County.  I  was  intrigued 
by  my  lack  of  knowledge  about  this  subject  and  set  out  to  find  out 
about  the  "York  County  Mystery." 

I  started  at  my  local  library  which  has  a  fairly  good  selection 
of  books  on  the  history  of  our  neighboring  New  England  states.  I 
learned  that  York  County  is  the  oldest  county  in  Maine,  formed  in 
1636.  In  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  counties  in  the  United  States. 
The  county  seat  was  at  Saco,  where  Brown's  Garrison  was  located.  Saco 
was  first  settled  in  1631  and  was  part  of  San  Ferdinando  Gorges' 
Province  of  Maine  from  1639  to  1643. 

By  1658  all  of  York  County  and  the  entire  state  of  Maine  became 
part  of  Massachusets .  Massachusets  changed  the  name  of  Maine  to  the 
County  of  Yorkshire  and  Gorges',  old  capital  of  Gorgeana,  became  York. 
In  1677  ,  King  Charles  II  renamed  the  area  as  Maine.  So  far  this  was 
really  pretty  BORING  stuff!  In  fact,  other  than  various  land  grants 
and  other  items  of  only  moderate  local  significance,  I  could  not  find 
anything  of  interest.  Now  my  curiosity  was  piqued.  What  actually 
happened  there?  Why  was  a  coin  minted?  Who  was  behind  all  of  this? 

My  next  step  was  to  get  in  my  car  and  drive  to  Masine.  I  enlisted 
the  aid  of  my  friend,  Bob,  and  after  further  research  we  decided  to 
start  at  the  Library  in  Saco,  Maine.  I  was  sure  that  the  local  library 
would  shed  some  light  on  why  the  York  County  commemorative  exists.  We 
located  the  Dyer  Public  Library  in  Saco  and  found  that  it  had  a  Maine 
history  room  on  the  second  floor.  However,  the  sign  on  the  door 
indicated  that  it  was  open  on  certain  hours  only  and  as  luck  would 
have  it,  we  were  not  there  at  the  right  time! 

We  went  back  downstairs  and  spoke  to  the  librarian.  She  called 
someone  on  the  telephone  and  told  him  of  our  plight.  Fortunately,  we 
were  told  that  help  was  on  the  way!  A  few  minutes  later,  a 
distinguished  looking  man  appeared  and  introduced  himself  as  Emerson 
W.  Baker.  "Tad,"  as  he  is  known,  is  a  historian  and  archaeologist  and 
has  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  about  York  County. 


We  explained  our  dilema  and  looked  towards  "Tad"  for  guidance.  He 
could  not  think  of  any  event  of  national  significance  either.  Tad  told 
us  that  many  people  believe  that  the  court  records  at  Alfred,  Maine 
were  the  oldest  continuing  court  records  in  the  county.  But  was  that 
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worthy  of  commemoration  of  a  half  dollar?  I  didn't  think  so.  Having 
only  bits  and  pieces  of  information,  I  asked  Tad  about  Frank  Deering. 

Frank  Deering  was  the  President  of  the  York  County  National  Bank, 
the  official  distributor  of  the  commemorative  coin.  I  knew  that  Mr. 
Deering  had  written  a  book  in  1931  called  "One  Hundred  Years  of  the 
York  County  National  Bank"  or  "The  Proprietors  of  Saco."  This  book 
detailed  the  history  of  the  York  county  National  Bank.  A  sketch  of  a 
woodcut  of  Brown's  Garrison  was  displayed  on  Page  44  of  that  book.  The 
York  County  Half  Dollar  also  displays  a  rendition  of  this  same  woodcut 
on  the  obverse  of  the  coin. 

However,  what  I  didn't  know  was  that  while  I  was  talking  to  Tad 
about  this  subject  -I  was  sitting  in  Frank  Deering' s  house!  It  seems 
that  Mr.  Deering  left  his  home  to  the  town  of  Saco  and  it  has  become 
Dyer  Library.  Tad  also  showed  us  several  of  the  rooms  of  this 
magnificent  home  along  with  an  oil  portrait  of  Frank  Deering. 
Unfortunately,  he  could  still  not  answer  the  burning  question  -  why  a 
commemorative  coin  for  York  County? 

At  this  point,  any  of  you  who  own  a  York  County  commemorative 
half  dollar  holder  can  understand  just  how  much  influence  Frank 
Deering  and  his  bank  exerted  over  York  County.  The  holder  relates  the 
history  of  the  bank  and  professes  its  future  aims.  There  is  but  one 
brief  reference  to  the  "First  County  in  Maine"  and  there  is  no 
reference  to  the  half  dollar  whatsoever.  Is  there  more  to  this  story 
than  the  tale  of  a  lumberman  turned  banker  who  exerted  enough  local 
influence  to  get  a  coin  minted  by  the  government? 

Since  the  Dyer  Library  did  not  contain  newspapers  of  the  era  of 
the  1936  Celebration,  Tad  suggested  that  we  try  the  McArthur  Library 
in  neighboring  Biddeford.  Here,  we  located  newspapers  on  microfilm 
that  we  felt  would  surely  lead  us  to  the  answer.  THE  BIDDEFORD  DAILY 
JOURNAL  of  July  1st  proudly  proclaimed  that  the  entire  month  of  August 
would  contain  celebrations.  At  this  point  we  felt  that  we  were  surely 
close . 


The  July  28th  edition  announced  that  the  coin  would  be  on  sale  at 
the  York  National  Bank  beginning  on  August  15th.  We  read  that  the 
designer  of  the  coin  was  Walter  H.  Rich,  a  wildlife  artist  from 
Portland.  30,000  coins  were  authorized  (only  25,000  were  minted)  on 
June  26th.  Some  10,000  of  these  coins  were  reserved  for  residents  of 
York  County  and  the  state  of  Maine.  In  fact,  the  10,000  offering  was 
so  oversubscribed  that  over  14,000  went  to  Maine  residents. 

Now  we  searched  further,  hoping  to  find  a  clue.  Other 
celebrations  that  we  had  researched  were  attended  by  Presidents,  heads 
of  state,  politicians  and  other  celebrities.  All  of  the  newspaper 
accounts  related  the  stories  of  the  celebrities  in  attendance  at  the 
various  festivities  that  took  place  in  Maine.  However,  the  only  names 
of  any  national  significance  that  we  could  uncover  were  those  of  a 
former  mayor  of  Boston,  John  "Honey  Fitz"  Fitzgerald,  and  the  ratio 
comedian,  Fred  Allen.  There  were  many  stories  about  local  pageants, 
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parades,  fireworks,  and  plays,  but  these  were  all  of  only  local 
significance.  Was  the  coin  of  only  local  significance  too? 

Mr.  Walter  P.  Nichols  was  a  Boston  businessman.  He  was  also  the 
Treasurer  of  the  York  County  Tercentenary  Commemorative  Coin 
Commission.  Was  this  the  angle  we  were  looking  for?  Was  there 
corruption  in  the  administration  of  these  coins?  No,  there  was  not! 
In  fact,  Mr.  Nichols'  administration  was  one  of  the  fairest  and  most 
admirable  administrations  of  the  day.  There  were  relatively  no 
complaints  about  unfair  distributions  or  missing  monies  or  any  hints 
of  impropriety.  Mr.  Nichols  placed  ads  in  THE  NUMISMATIST  promoting 
the  York  half  dollar  and  he  gave  a  presentation  before  the  Boston 
Numismatic  Society  on  the  inner  workings  of  the  inception  and 
administration  of  this  coin. 

Was  Walter  P.  Nichols'  influence  utilized  to  push  the  bill 
authorizing  this  coin?  No,  it  was  not!  Yet  another  dead  end!  We  still 
had  no  apparent  reason  behind  issuance  of  a  commemorative  half  dollar, 
legal  tender  in  these  United  States,  that  commemorates  an  event  of 
hopefully  national  significance. 

We  were  running  out  of  leads.  The  last  option  open  was  a  remote 
one.  Eric  Carlson  of  Lexington  Coin  owns  one  of  the  100  York  County 
commemorative  half  dollars  that  were  issued  during  the  celebrations  of 
1936  and  presented  to  various  local  dignataries.  The  coin  is  embedded 
in  a  map  of  the  State  of  Maine,  framed  and  sandwiched  between  two 
sheets  of  glass  so  that  both  obverse  and  reverse  are  visible. 

Attached  to  the  back  of  the  glass  was  a  letter  from  Ralph  Hawkes, 
secretary  of  the  York  County  Tercentenary  Commemorative  Coin 
Commission.  The  letter  awarded  this  plaque,  #15  out  of  100,  to  the 
Honorable  Judge  Wesley  Mewer  of  Old  Orchard  Beach,  Maine.  Who  was 
Judge  Mewer?  Was  he  still  alive?  Could  he  shed  some  light  on  the  coin? 
Why  was  he  one  of  the  recipients  of  these  special  presentations? 

We  left  the  library  in  Biddeford  and  drove  to  Old  Orchard  Beach. 
Our  first  stop  here  would  be  the  town  library,  Libby  Memorial.  Once  we 
finally  found  it,  we  asked  the  librarian  if  she  knew  anything  about 
Judge  Wesley  Mewer.  She  looked  at  us  quizzically  and  wanted  to  know 
why.  After  we  explained  cur  story,  she  directed  us  to  an  insurance 
agency  just  up  the  road.  We  followed  her  directions  and  went  inside. 
We  were  met  by  a  man  named,  Roland  Mewer,  Judge  Mewer ' s  nephew. 

Roland  Mewer  told  us  that  Judge  Mewer  is  still  alive  and  living 
in  Florida  now.  He  is  93  years  old  and  in  failing  health.  Judge  Mewer 
was  the  Town  Justice  for  many  years  and  a  Marine  during  W.W.I.  His 
father  was  a  legislator  and  had  a  distinguished  career  as  a  local 
lawyer.  Judge  Mewer  was  married,  had  three  daughters  and  served  the 
town  of  Old  Orchard  Beach  for  many  years. 

When  he  became  ill  in  the  1970 's  many  of  his  possessions  were 
sold  to  help  defray  the  cost  of  his  medical  care.  That  is  how  this 
plaque  came  onto  the  market.  It  was  sold  during  the  1970 's  and  wound 
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up  on  the  wall  of  an  antique  shop.  It  hung  there  for  many  years  until 
it  was  purchased  in  1981.  It  was  then  sold  to  Eric  Carlson,  who  owns 
it  today.  So  Judge  Mewer,  through  his  nephew,  could  not  shed  any  light 
onto  the  national  significance  of  the  York  County  commemorative.  Now 
what? 


After  returning  home  from  Maine  and  following  several  other 
"leads,"  we  came  to  one  inevitable  conclusion.  The  York  County 
commemorative  half  dollar  was  minted  because  the  TIMING  was  good  - 
1936  was  ripe  for  commemorative  issuances!  The  committees  in  Congress 
could  not  find  any  negative  comments  about  the  people  of  York  County. 
Nor  could  we.  They  are  fiercely  proud  of  their  history  and  past 
accomplishments  and,  in  my  opinion,  rightfully  so!  These  "plain  folks" 
that  helped  to  shape  Maine,  New  England,  and  America  were  indeed 
worthy  of  commemoration. 


A  SLAB  INVESTOR'S  DISCOVERY 

By:  Tom  Best,  R-81,  CA 

Several  months  ago,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  the  Greater 
Los  Angeles  Slab  and  Investment  Show.  As  you  know,  this  is  by  far  the 
most  prestigious  convention  of  its  kind.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to 
attend  for  I  had  been  told  that  the  foremost  expert  and  leading 
authority  on  "Slab  Investments"  would  have  a  table  at  this  year's 
event.  Of  course,  I'm  speaking  of  Sam  The  Slabman,  past  President  and 
founding  father  of  the  U.S.S.S.I.,  (U.S.  Society  for  Slab  Investors), 
of  which  I  am  a  charter  member  and  active  participant. 

Well,  you  can  imagine  my  joy  upon  arriving  at  Sam's  table  and 
finding  three  double  wide  display  cases  just  bursting  with  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  Slabs  you  would  ever  want  to  see!  There  they  were,  row 
upon  row  of  perfectly  lined  up  Slabs.  You'd  have  to  see  it  for 
yourself  in  order  to  appreciate  the  sheer  beauty  of  the  display.  We're 
definitely  talking  about  exhibit  quality  Slabs! 

With  eager  anticipation,  I  introduced  myself  to  Sam  The  Slabman, 
informing  him  that  I  was  LM-81  in  the  U.S.S.S.I.,  and  had  been  looking 
forward  to  meeting  him  and  reviewing  his  world  renowned  collection  of 
Slabs . 


I  inquired  if  he  had 
(Professional  Slab  Grading 
interested  in  seeing  them, 
yet,  but  from  the  examples 
something ! 


yet  received  any  of  the  new  PSGS  Slabs 
Service)  Slabs,  and,  if  so,  I  would  be 
Regretfully,  he  said,  they  were  not  ready 
he'd  seen,  they  were  really  going  to  be 


" Imagine , "  Sam 
clear  Slab,  allowing 
the  Slabbed  Slab! 
waterproof  too!" 


said,  "a  perfect  Slab,  slabbed  in  a  new  crystal 
perfect  viewing  and  appreciation  of  the  beauty  of 
If  that  wasn't  enough,"  he  added,  "they're 


My  mind  drifted  to  paradise  on  the  vision. 
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I  informed  Sam  right  up  front  that  I  was  only  interested  in  high 
quality  SS-65  (Slab  State)  Slabs  and  would  NOT  tolerate  any  scratched 
or  marked  Slabs,  or  ones  with  fuzzy  or  off-centered  printing  on  the 
Slab  Label!  Only  the  best  for  me  -  strictly  high  investment  stuff! 
However,  Slabs  with  misspellings  were  fine,  if  he  had  any,  since  I 
also  collected/investment  in  rare  error  Slabs. 

You  can  imagine  my  delight  when  from  beneath  his  table  Sam  pulled 
forth  a  double  row  box  of  the  most  beautiful  Slabs  one  would  ever  hope 
to  see!  My  mind  raced  along  with  my  heart  in  pure  excitement  as  I 
gazed  at  Slab  after  Slab  of  the  finest  quality  Slabs  I'd  ever  seen! 
Such  quality,  each  as  uniform  and  exact  as  the  other,  perfect  in  every 
detail ! 

I  asked  Sam,  since  each  Slab  was  identical  to  the  other,  why  the 
difference  in  price?  Sam  informed  me  that  it  had  to  do  with  the  four 
digit  number  and  the  name  of  the  Slab  printed  at  the  top.  Slabs  named 
"Walker"  and  "Eagle"  always  seemed  to  be  priced  higher  than  those 
named  "Washington,"  "Jefferson,"  or  "Lincoln.  "Sometimes  the  four 
digit  number  made  a  difference  too  -like  1932  cost  more  than  1954, etc. 

Sam  said  it  probably  had  something  to  do  with  the  amount  of 
corresponding  Slabs  made.  But  what  difference  did  it  make  anyway  as 
long  as  they  were  listed  in  the  SLAB  DEALERS  NEWSLETTER,  commonly 
called,  "The  Slab  sheet"  (for  subscription  information  write:  SDN,  The 
Slab  Building,  Burrito,  Ca.  90000).  Perhaps  the  numbers  were  put  there 
to  help  the  Slab  Sheet  people  identify  the  Slabs! 

Selecting  a  gorgeous  SS-67  Slab,  I  rushed  home  eager  to  get  it 
under  my  Laser  Light  Beam  (which,  when  placed  on  "high"  is  also 
excellent  for  cooking  hamburgers)  and  examine  it  under  proper 
magnification  with  my  Ul tra-Stropic  Microscope,  a  must  for  proper 
grading  and  appreciation. 

As  I  giggled  with  excitement,  covering  every  square  millimeter  of 
my  new  found  treasure,  you  can  imagine  my  horror  when  into  my 
Microscopic  view  appeared  what  I  believed  to  be  a  FLAW! ! !  Further 
examination  continued  to  reveal  more  and  more  of  a  silvery  object  that 
appeared  to  be  imbedded  in  my  Slab!  Quickly  pulling  the  Slab  from  the 
Microscope  and  viewing  it  only  with  my  naked  eye,  to  my  continuing 
horror,  I  discovered  that  someone  or  some  thing  had  placed  a  round 
metal  thing  in  the  middle  of  my  Slab! ! 

What  friend  would  do  such  a  thing?  What  was  it?  Why  was  it  there? 
I  could  see  my  investment  dollars  swirling  down  the  drain.  A  cold 
sweat  broke  upon  my  forehead,  my  palms  became  wet  and  clammy.  My  God  - 
what  is  this  thing! 

Regaining  some  of  my  composure,  I  carefully  reexamined  the  metal 
object.  It  was  definitely  round.  It  appeared  shiny  and  reflected  a 
subtle  light.  It  also  appeared  to  have  some  type  of  carving  and 
lettering  on  it. 
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Strangely  enough,  it  appeared  to  be  some  lady  walking  across  a 
field  in  her  nightgown! 

I  rushed  to  the  phone  to  call  Sam  and  tell  him  of  my  dilemma.  Sam 
laughed  and  said  he  got  calls  like  mind  every  once  in  a  while  from 
people  discovering  the  metal  object  in  the  Slab. 

"Don't  worry  or  concern  yourself,"  he  said.  "It  appears  that  ALL 
Slabs  have  these  metal  objects  imbedded  in  them  -apparently  they're 
used  to  hold  the  Slab  together.  They  have  no  value  that  I  know  of, 
though  there  are  some  nuts  who  apparently  collect  them  -God  knows 
why .  " 

He  also  stated  that,  in  fact,  there  had  been  some  research  done 
on  the  metallic  objects  and  even  books  written  on  them!  Imagine  how 
boring  that  would  be!  Why  would  anyone  want  to  waste  their  time  on 
these  things  when  Slab  investment  was  the  obvious  way  to  go?  He  also 
said  to  check  my  other  Slabs  and  he  was  sure  I'd  find  similar  objects 
in  those  too! 

Thanking  Sam  for  setting  aside  my  fears  (he's  such  a  great 
educator!),  I  turned  to  my  Slab  portfolio  to  check  on  these  foreign 
objects.  Upon  examination,  it  appeared  that  the  metal  objects  came  in 
all  sizes  and  colors,  curiously  though,  all  were  round! 

Some  were  a  silver  color,  others  golden  and  some  even  brown.  In 
fact,  one  had  MANY  different  colors,  not  unlike  a  rainbow.  I  surmised 
that  this  one  had  obviously  been  in  a  fire  at  one  time.  It  was  also 
interesting  to  note  that  the  number  on  the  Slab  always  seemed  to 
correspond  to  a  number  on  the  object.  Perhaps  this  was  an 
identification  number  stamped  on  the  object  to  help  identify  the  Slab. 
After  about  an  hour,  I  relaxed,  happy  to  know  my  collection  was  fine 
and  that  the  metal  objects  were  nothing  to  be  worried  about. 

I  have  been  to  many  shows  since  that  time  and  now  recognize  the 
objects  in  the  Slabs  -  even  pointing  them  out  to  collector/investor 
friends,  who,  like  I,  were  horrified  to  see  such  things  in  their 
beautiful  Slabs.  I  dispel  their  fears  and  they  become  interested,  but, 
of  course,  never  enthusiastic. 

Funny  though,  every  once  in  a  while  I  find  my  mind  drifting  back 
to  that  lady  walking  through  a  field  in  her  nightgown.  Maybe  someday, 
when  I  have  the  time  I'll  do  a  little  reading  on  these  funny  metal 
objects.  Who  knows,  someday  they  may  even  be  worth  investing  in! 
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FIRST  STRIKES 

By:  Paul  M.  Green 


Even  the  name  seems  to  imply  something  very  special.  The  concept 
of  a  first  strike  of  a  coin  excites  the  imagination  of  most 
collectors,  but  by  definition  the  chance  to  own  such  a  desirable  coin 
or  to  actually  strike  one  is  something  reserved  for  a  very  few. 

For  commemoratives,  the  history  of  first  strikes  and  special 
ceremonies  is  indeed  a  long  and  historic  one  which  stretches  back  to  a 
ceremony  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1892,  when  officials  and  dignataries 
gathered  to  witness  the  first  striking  of  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition  half  dollar.  Since  that  time  in  Philadelphia,  there  have 
been  an  assortment  of  striking  ceremonies  for  new  commemoratives. 

That  has  been  especially  true  in  recent  years  where  the  striking 
ceremony  has  literally  become  a  major  yearly  numismatic  event,  a 
significant  change  from  even  1982,  when  the  striking  ceremonies  for 
the  George  Washington  half  dollar  were  rather  modest  by  comparison. 

The  institutionalization  of  the  striking  ceremony  and  the  coins 
that  are  produced  at  such  events  is  likely  to  result  in  a  virtual 
goldmine  for  future  numismatic  scholars  and  historians.  Where  in  the 
past,  there  have  sometimes  been  rather  sparse  records  on  both  striking 
ceremonies  and  the  coins  which  were  produced,  in  the  1980s  there  have 
been  a  wide  range  of  people  granted  the  honor  of  striking  new  coins. 
There  has  also  been  a  rather  careful  record  made  of  such  coins. 

Other  than  Treasury  and  Mint  officials,  there  is  probably  no  one 
who  has  been  honored  with  an  opportunity  to  strike  as  many  coins  as 
dealer,  author  and  commemorative  expert  Anthony  Swiatek.  The  list  is 
impressive.  He  explained,  "I  had  the  opportunity  to  strike  one  of  the 
George  Washington  half  dollars.  There  I  struck  the  fifth  piece  at 
Denver.  I  struck  a  $1  proof  1983  Olympic  coin  -13th  striking-  at  San 
Francisco.  I  was  also  honored  to  strike  a  gold  American  Eagle,  a 
Statue  of  Liberty  $5  gold  and  a  bicentennial  of  the  Constitution 
commemorative.  " 

Swiatek,  with  his  vast  experience  in  the  ceremonies  of  recent 
times  is  a  good  person  to  review  changes  in  recent  years.  He 
remembered,  "Frankly,  the  George  Washington  "milestone"  was  kind  of  a 
limited  event.  You  didn't  have  the  large  numbers  of  people  there  like 
you  have  today.  At  the  time  of  the  George  Washington  half  dollar 
ceremony,  Donna  Pope  had  just  been  appointed  and  I  was  informed  that 
most  of  the  invitees  were  preselected  government  officials.  Now  that 
it's  turned  into  a  bigger  business,  you  see  a  lot  more  people.  The 
total  attendance  at  the  George  Washington  half  dollar  striking  was 
probably  75-100. 

Then  we  flew  on  to  San  Francisco  where  Donna  Pope  and  Tom  Miller, 
Officer  in  charge  of  the  San  Francisco  (U.S.)  Assay  Office,  were  the 
only  ones  who  struck  the  proof  coin.  Now  there  are  more  coins  struck, 
so  that's  another  change." 
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The  expanding  number  of  coins  struck  at  ceremonies  today  has 
naturally  enabled  a  number  of  new  faces  to  stand  before  the  assembled 
crowd  and  strike  a  coin.  One  of  those  people  is  Diane  Wolf,  a  member 
Comission  of  Fine  Arts  and  an  active  supporter  of  invited, 
compensated  competitions  for  new  coin  designs  and  the  leading 
supporter  of  circulating  coin  design  changes.  Wolf  was  invited  to 
strike  a  $1  bicentennial  of  the  Constitution  commemorative.  She 
remembered  it  well  stating, "It  was  very  exciting.  Since  I  was 
appointed  to  the  Commission  I've  been  taking  an  increasing  interest  in 
coins  and  coin  designs,  and  that  probably  helped  me  a  great  deal  to 
appreciate  the  honor  for  what  it  really  means." 

Wolf,  as  an  appointed  federal  official  had  a  somewhat  different 
view  on  the  striking  ceremonies.  Unlike  the  others,  she  remembers 
being  told,  "A  couple  of  weeks  in  advance  that  I  was  going  to  get  to 
strike  one  of  the  new  coins.  It  was  a  great  honor  and  I  have  to  thank 
a  lot  of  people  including  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James  Baker, 
Treasurer  Catherine  Ortega,  Mint  Director  Donna  Pope,  John  Rodgers  and 
a  number  of  others  for  making  it  possible." 

Wolf  was  impressed  by  the  ceremony.  "It  was  very  patriotic,"  she 
said.  "It  was  wonderful  to  feel  that  a  member  of  the  Commission  of 
Fine  Arts  was  a  part  of  history.  I  was  so  happy  to  represent  the 
Commission  because  it  was  the  first  time  that  a  commemorative  coin  has 
been  designed  using  an  invited  compensated  competition.  That  means 
that  the  Treasury,  the  Mint  and  the  Commission  are  now  working  closely 
together,  and  that's  not  always  the  case.  We  see  evidence  of  that 
again  in  the  fact  that  we're  having  an  invited  compensated  competition 
to  design  the  new  Olympic  commemorative  coins  as  well." 

While  the  ceremony  itself  is  of  prime  interest  to  most,  those  who 
attend  often  suggest  that  other  aspects  of  the  experience  are  equally 
important  and  interesting.  For  Wolf,  that  meant  a  little  better 
understanding  of  the  Mint  and  what  goes  on  there.  She  stated,  "After 
it  was  over  Elizabeth  Jones,  the  Chief  Engraver  gave  me  a  tour  and  I 
just  loved  it.  I  got  to  see  and  meet  with  all  the  Mint  artists.  They 
are  also  invited  to  submit  designs,  and  I  was  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  to  meet  with  them  and  finally  associate  people  with  their 
art  as  on  the  Commission  we  review  their  work,  but  they  do  not  usually 
attend  those  meetings.  Elizabeth  Jones  just  couldn't  have  been  more 
gracious  and  helpful,  and  I  can  really  say  that  about  everyone 
involved  in  putting  on  the  ceremony,"  Wolf  explained. 

Another  newcomer  to  the  ranks  of  those  to  participate  in  striking 
ceremonies  is,  Commemorative  Society  past  President,  Helen  Carmody. 
She  reflected,  "The  Commemorative  Society  has  developed  into  such  a 
strong  numismatic  fraternity  that  I'm  sure  the  Mint  felt  that  inviting 
the  officers  was  a  nice  way  of  recognizing  us  for  our  work  in 
promoting  the  Commemorative  program." 

Even  so,  that  invitation  to  the  ceremonies  was  not  known  by 
Carmody  or  anyone  else  to  include  the  opportunity  to  strike  one  of  the 
coins.  She  recalled,  "We  were  just  hoping  they  would  invite  us  to  the 
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ceremony.  I  didn't  learn  I  was  going  to  strike  a  coin  until  I  actually 
arrived  at  the  ceremony.  When  you  get  your  identification  badges,  they 
have  different  colored  ribbons.  The  press  was  green,  the  people  who 
were  invited  to  the  ceremony  had  blue  ribbons  and  the  people  who  were 
going  to  strike  a  coin  had  red  ribbons.  When  I  arrived  to  the 
reception  desk  they  were  calling  my  name  and  when  they  hand  you  your 
badge  they  give  you  a  separate  little  card  which  says  that  you've  been 
invited  to  strike  whatever  number  coin.  It  was  a  complete  surprise  to 


Carmody's  experience  was  similar  to  that  of  Anthony  Swiatek  who 
recalled,  "It's  a  total  surprise.  The  ones  who  definitely  know  they 
are  striking  a  coin  as  the  big  names  like  Baker,  Pope  and  Ortega,  but 
for  the  others  it's  a  surprise.  I  remember  when  I  was  asked  to  strike 
one  of  the  one-ounce  gold  American  Eagles,  I  was  in  a  total  state  of 
shock,  I  never  expected  it  at  all." 

Whether  you're  expecting  to  strike  a  coin  or  not,  the  experience 
is  one  that  people  do  not  forget.  Carmody  reflected,  "It's  exciting 
just  to  go  to  the  ceremony.  I  hope  we're  able  to  attend  the  next 
striking  ceremony."  As  I  think  about  it,  my  whole  year  last  year  was 
made  just  by  attending  the  ceremony  and  being  able  to  strike  the  coin. 
Then  it  was  an  added  thrill  to  have  Donna  Pope  present  the  coin  to  me 
at  the  Society  meeting  in  Atlanta.  That  was  totally  unexpected,  and 
since  that  meeting  culminated  the  year's  activities,  it  just  made 
everything  seem  so  worthwhile  and  rewarding.  If  you  like  coins,  and 
specially  commemorati  ves ,  to  be  able  to  strike  one  is  a  thrill  you 
just  can't  top." 

Anthony  Swiatek  would  be  quick  to  agree.  He  recalled,  "The  first 
time  was  a  fantastic  thrill.  There  were  just  five  people  who  had  the 
honor  of  striking  one  of  the  George  Washington  commemorative  half 
dollars.  I  had  put  a  lot  of  work  into  making  that  coin  a  reality  and 
had  never  really  asked  for  anything,  but  there  it  was  and  it  was  a  big 
thrill."  "The  Statue  of  Liberty  was  also  a  big  thrill  because  it  was 
the  first  gold  coin  I  struck.  There  I  was  holding  it  in  my  hand  and  it 

was  as  if  a  voice  was  whispering  to  me  that  the  coin  would  sell  out  in 

three  months.  It  did  -in  about  two  and  one-half!  Our  Treasurer  and 
Director  of  the  Mint  were  immediately  informed  of  the  prediction." 

"Remember,  you  don't  know  you're  going  to  get  to  strike  a  coin. 
When  reality  hits,  you're  so  honored,  but  you  also  feel  very  humble. 
If  you're  like  I  am,  you  eat,  breathe  and  sleep  numismatics.  Yes,  it's 
a  very  special  honor.  You  can  also  see  it  in  the  faces  of  those  asked 

to  strike  a  ceremonial  specimen,  if  they're  numismatists.  They  always 

have  a  big  smile.  It  just  doesn't  mean  the  same  if  you're  only 
interested  in  selling  coins.  If  you're  really  into  the  hobby,  it  has  a 
very,  very  special  meaning.  It's  a  great  thrill.  I'm  grateful  for  the 
opportunity.  I'm  also  happy  that  so  many  of  my  friends  have  gotten  to 
strike  a  coin  too.  In  fact,  all  are  able  to  purchase  their  metallic 
creations  which  really  adds  to  the  joy  of  collecting!" 
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FLORENCE  SCHOOK,  ANA  PRES. 

10th  Constitution  Coin  -  July,  1987 
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HARRY  FORMAN,  COIN  DEALER  -  NUMISMATIST 
26th  Constitution  Coin  -  July,  1987 
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CONSTITUTION  COINS 
July,  1987 
GUEST  STRIKERS 

Silver 


1.  James  A.  Baker,  III 

2.  Mary  Bonner  Baker 

3.  Katherine  D.  Ortega 

4 .  Donna  Pope 

5.  Fred  Biebel 

6.  Patricia  Verani 

7.  Marcel  Jovine 

8.  Paul  Bateman 

9.  Paul  Bateman 

10.  Florence  Schook 

11.  Anthony  Murray 

12.  Grover  Criswell 

13.  Diane  Wolf 

14.  Elvira  Clain-Stef anelli 

15.  Robert  Clarke 

16.  Logan  Clarke 

17.  Anthony  Swiatek 

18.  Alessio  Anfossi 

19.  Michael  Cornish 

20.  Richard  Borek 

21.  Hans  Hercher 

22.  Francis  Bessenyey 

23.  Masamichi  Oka 

24.  Ackim  Becker 

25.  Mr.  Lee 

26.  Harry  Forman 

27.  Admiral  Richard  Chambers 

28.  Helen  Carmody 

29.  Gloria  Rubin 

30.  Lisa  Wacker 

31.  Nicholas  Theodore 

32.  Barry  Beringer 

33.  Margherita  Verani 

34.  Giovanni  Verani 

35.  Daniela  Verani 

36.  Mrs.  Marcel  Jovine 

37.  Mary  Stewart  Smallpage 

38.  Gene  Essner 


1.  James  A.  Baker,  III 

2.  Mary  Bonner  Baker 

3.  Katherine  D.  Ortega 

4 .  Donna  Pope 

5.  Marcel  Jovine 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
daughter  of  the  Secretary 
Treasurer  of  the  U.S. 
Director  of  the  Mint 
Bicentennial  Commission 
artist  of  the  silver  coin 
artist  of  the  gold  coin 
Deputy  Treasurer 
Deputy  Treasurer 
American  Numismatic 
Superintendent  at  Phil. 

Coin  Dealer 

Fine  Arts  Commission 

Smithsonian 

Comptroller  of  the  Currency 
son  of  Robert  Clarke 
Commemorative  coins 
Italy 

New  Zealand 
West  Germany 
West  Germany 
MTB 
Japan 

West  Germany 
Korea 

Coin  Dealer 

Rear  Admiral,  Naval  Base 
Commemorative  Coin  Society 
Administrative  Assistant  to 
John  Rogers 

Staff  Assistant  to  John 
Rogers 

Past  Superintendent  of 
Phil . 

friend  of  Paul  Bateman 
daughter  of  P.  Verani 
son  of  P.  Verani 
daughter  of  P.  Verani 
wife  of  Marcel  Jovine 
Staff  Assistant  to  Donna 
Pope 

Deputy  Director  of  the  Mint 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
daughter  of  the  Secretary 
Treasurer  of  the  U.S. 
Director  of  the  Mint 
artist  of  the  gold  coin 
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Olympic  Silver  Dollar  Striking 
Schedule  —  Press  19 
San  Francisco  Assay  Office 
February  10,  1983 


1.  Mrs.  Pope 

2 .  Mrs .  Pope 

3.  Mrs.  Pope 

4 .  Mrs .  Pope 

5.  Ray  Hale,  Acting  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 

6.  Tcm  Miller 


7.  Glenn  Wilson 


8.  Rafer  Johnson,  Olympic  medal  winner,  representing  LAOC 


9 .  Edwin  Moses 


10.  Jack  McCahill 

11.  Adna  Wilde 

12.  Anthony  Swiatek 


Mr.  Thomas  H.  Miller, 

Officer  in  charge  of  SF  Fac. 
holding  the  sixth  coin  he 
struck. 
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Hi!  My  name  is  Jim. 

I  experienced  many  adventures 
along  the  Oregon  Trail,  as  I 
was  with  the  expedition  from 
the  start.  Your  editor  will 
pictorially  relate  these 
occurrences  in  the  next 
Trail . 


A, 


Hi!  My  name  is  Fernando. 
Yes,  I  have  a  last  name. 
It's  Carmody!  No.  I 
don't  sell  coins.  How¬ 
ever,  do  you  get  the 
impression  that  the 
gentleman  seated  near 
the  covered  wagon  be¬ 
lieves  he  is  looking 
at  the  finest  known 
1928-P  Oregon  Trail? 
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W  E  L  C  0  M  E 


NEW  MEMBERS ! ! ! 


Lester  A.  Coons  III,  and, 

Terry  Kaplan 

Converted  from  Regular  to  Life: 

Walter  Perschke  LM-30  (R  1350,  IL),  and, 

Jim  Ballenger  LM-28  (R  263,  FL) . 

(c) 

IT'S  COMMEMORATIVE  QUIZ  TIME^  ONCE  AGAIN!!! 

By:  Anthony  Swiatek 

1.  The  original  design  for  the  Iowa  Centennial  half  dollar  submitted 
by  Mint  Director  Ross  to  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  featured  an 
eagle  that  was  adapted  from  a  portion  of  the  state  arms  but  was 
said  to  resemble: 

A)  an  eagle. 

B)  a  hawk. 

C)  a  snake. 

D)  a  falcon. 


2.  Since  they  were  not  present  in  the  original  design,  the 
Commission  of  Fine  Arts  suggested  that  the  old  style  Eagle 
depicted  on  the  Iowa  issue  should: 

A)  have  more  star  detail  over  the  eagle's  back. 

B)  have  more  feather  detail  on  the  eagle's  neck_ 

C)  give  the  eagle  a  pair  of  legs. 

D)  add  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 


3.  The  motto  not  present  on  the  Iowa  commemorative  half  dollar  is: 

A)  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

B)  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM. 

C)  LIBERTY. 

D)  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 


4.  We  have  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  set  of  commems  on  which 
two  different  mintmarks  appear  and  whose  issue  had  no  production 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint!  Our  name  is: 

A)  The  Panama  Pacific  $50  gold  pieces. 

B)  The  Oregon  Trail  1933-D  and  1936-S  coinage. 

C)  The  rare  1935  D  and  S  Boone  issues  with  small  date  added. 

D)  The  San  Diego  issues. 
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5. 


Celebrated  sculptor  A. A.  Weinman  created  the  well  known  Walking 
Liberty  half  dollar.  His  son,  a  resident  of  New  York  State, 
created  the: 

A)  Connecticut  Tercentenary  half  dollar. 

B)  Long  Island  Tercentenary  half  dollar. 

C)  Albany  Charter  half  dollar. 

D)  Hudson  half  dollar. 

6.  I  was  struck  in  1928  ,  but  collectors  had  to  wait  until  1933  to 
purchase  me.  My  name  is  the: 

A)  Vermont  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar. 

B)  The  Hawaiian  or  Captain  Cook. 

C)  1933-D  Oregon  half  dollar. 

D)  1928-P  " 

7.  I  designed  the  California  Jubilee.  My  name  is: 

A)  Dr.  Lyndon  King,  Jr. 

B)  Robert  L.  Mushen 

C)  Cindy  Mohon 

D)  Jo  Mora 

E)  Tim  Coffey 

8.  I  am  the  only  commemorative  issue  whose  Act  was  approved  in  1937 
and  dated  1937  -  but  was  actually  struck  in  1937.  My  name  is: 

A)  The  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  -  Virginia  Dare  half  dollar. 

B)  The  Battle  of  Antietam  half  dollar. 

C)  The  New  Rochelle  half  dollar. 

D)  The  Daniel  Boone  1937  Bicentennial  half  dollar. 

9)  The  first  selection  chosen  to  appear  on  the  Arkansas  new  or 

altered  authorized  reverse  of  1936  was: 

A)  Senator  Joseph  T.  Robinson. 

B)  Fernando  Carmody. 

C)  Fernando  De  Soto. 

D)  Chief  Black  Fish. 

E)  Hon.  Douglas  C.  Jennings. 

10)  I  was  a  living  person  when  my  portrait  appeared  on  a 

" remember ance  preserver."  I  died  almost  seven  months  later 
(7/14/37),  at  the  age  of  64.  My  name  is: 

A)  Senator  Joseph  T.  Robinson 

B)  Carter  Glass 

C)  P.  T.  Barnum 

D)  President  Calvin  Coolidge 

Hope  you  have  enjoyed  this  issue  as  much  as  we  had  creating  it 

for  you!  Now,  to  check  your  slections  against  the  correct  answers! 

1 .  C ) ;  2 .  C ) ;  3 .  B) ;  4 .  D ) ;  5 .  B ) ; 

6 .  D ) ;  7 .  B ) ;  8 .  B ) ;  9 .  C ) ;  10.  A ) . 

Happy  trails  to  you,  until  we  meet  again! 


Anthony 


Swiatek, 

-cxr 


urtci. 
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